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BDA AGM
Preserve, Protect, Promote BSL
BSL in Education presentation delivered by Dr Kate Rowley & Catherine Drew –
focusing on these questions:

1. We want to protect, promote & preserve BSL. But we know language 
changes, how do we achieve a balance between language change & 
language preservation?

2. How can we protect, promote & preserve BSL through deaf education?

3. How do we teach deaf children BSL?



Best

School of

Linguistics

Using the BSL Curriculum - Progression
Frank Barnes School: Deaf Child

Learning Outcomes – To understand and produce:

* Nursery: 3-Years-Old: 10 Basic Colours

* Reception: 4-Years-Old: Signs linked to everyday routine

* Year 3: 7-Years-Old: vocabulary from the

four different curriculum themes.

 

 

Best

School of

Linguistics

 

BSL Primary Curriculum 

Draft 

Early Years Foundation Stage BSL Curriculum  

Nursery  Learning Outcomes  

Understanding and Using Language 
Receptive and Productive Skills 
Pupils should be able to understand and produce signs for: 

 

 • 4 basic handshapes (see appendix). 

• 10 basic colours (red, blue, yellow, green, pink, purple, 
orange, brown, white, black). 

• I can sign/count up to 10 
 

• 2 words sentences (E.g. WANT MILK) 
 

• at least 2 wh-questions: ‘who’ and ‘where.’ 
 

• 10 basic verbs per term. 
 

• 10-15 key words in class-based topics per term.  
 

• 4 key emotions – happy, sad, angry, excited and use correct 
facial expressions. 

 

• simple greetings: hello, goodbye, please, thank you. 
 

• I know basic deaf awareness (tapping on shoulder, no 
shouting, eye contact etc.)  

 

• stories: to watch BSL stories and sign along repetitive 
phrases. 

 

• simple Nursery Rhymes. 
 

• basic narratives: A – nouns, B – everyday verbs, C – 
adjectives. 
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Reception Learning Outcomes  

Using Language: Productive Skills 
 
Pupils should be able to produce:  

 

 • 4 additional basic handshapes (see appendix) 

• signs for numbers up to 20 

• signs for colours – grey, gold, silver, bronze.   

• signs for wh-questions “who”, “what”, “where,” “when” and 
“why.”  

 

• 20-25 key vocabularies from class-based topic per term.  
 

• signs for 4 additional emotions– frightened, shocked, upset, 
scared with correct use of facial expressions. 

• signs linked to basic timeline - wait, soon, later, tomorrow, 
later, stop, now 

 

• a string of 3 signs in a sentence (ME GO PARK /PARK ME GO)  

• signs linked to everyday routine 
E.g. (ME WAKE UP, ME EAT BREAKFAST, ME CLEAN TEETH, 
ME BUS SCHOOL, ME OUTSIDE PLAY).   

 

• Signs for simple adjectives (E.g. Big, small). 
 

• produce simple sentences of minimum 3 signs based on 
what is seen first. (ROOM ME IN) (CAR DRIVE FAST) 

Understanding Language: Receptive Skills 
 
Pupils should understand: 
 

 • pronouns with placements and referents. 

• signs for numbers up to 20 

• signs for a range of colours: grey, gold, silver, bronze.   

• signs for wh-questions: “who”, “what”, “where” “when” and 
“why.” 
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BSL Primary Curriculum 
 

DRAFT 
Key Stage 2 BSL Curriculum 
 

Year 3 Learning Outcomes  

Using Language: Productive Skills 
 
Pupils should be able to produce:  
 

Structure 
 timeline of events using BSL tenses e.g. WILL or BEEN. 
 sentences retelling an event about a daily routine activity. 
 signed pronouns e.g. YOURS, MINE, YOU, ME. 
 a story from a three picture-sequence story. 
 a short presentation in a group or to the whole class. 
 pauses in retelling an event or story. 
 BSL connectives in sentences e.g. IF, WHY, BUT. 

 

Vocabulary 
 signs for time e.g. NEXT WEEK, 3 YEARS LATER, LAST YEAR. 
 signed pronouns e.g. YOU, ME, US, BOTH.  
 simple vocabulary to make at least 3 sign-sentences. 
 vocabulary from the four different curriculum themes. 

 

Lip-Patterns 
 correct lip-patterns for signed homophones and near homophones. 
 BSL lip-patterns for manner and aspect signs e.g. LONG-TIME, EATING. 
 some general BSL lip patterns. 

 

Description/NMF 
 speed to show emphasis. 
 NMF in signs for possession e.g. YOURS, MINE. 
 NMF in ten different adjectives. 
 NMF for inflected verbs e.g. WALK, WALKED QUICKLY, WALKED SLOWLY. 
 NMF to show time e.g. LONG-TIME-AGO, RECENT. 

 

Handshapes 
 signs in context. 
 an increasing range of signs with numbers e.g. time, age, money and ordinal 

numbers. 
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BDA 10 Year Strategy

• BSL Act 2022 – What next?

• Keeping the Social Values: Heritage; Community; Language; Rights; 
Equality; Alliance and Inclusion

• 10 Year Plan: 2022 to 2032
• Short Term – Equity, Inclusion & Sustainability

• Medium Term – Fairer, Diverse & Inclusive

• Long Term – 8 points
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Sign Bilingual Consortium
Movement with BSL GCSE

• Karen Riley OBE, Secretary to the SBC - meeting with the BDA.

• Discussions with Mike Hobday, NDCS

• NDCS Coalition Group for BSL GCSE

• DfE BSL GCSE Consultation
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Group Discussion

Group 1

Year 7 

Receptive Skills

Group 2

Year 7

Productive Skills

After half an hour, we will swap over.
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Meeting Dates for 2022-2023


