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BSL Awards in Scotland – Brief Update

• BSL Bill in Scotland = National Plan / NAG

• BSL Curriculum in Scotland (2016)

2017+

• Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA)

• Scottish Credit Qualifications Framework (SCQF)

• QDT Meetings: 4 Meetings December 2017 to July 2018



Background in BSL

Current Qualifications:

• BSL Level 1 – BSL Level 6 NVQ (Signature)

• BSL Entry Level – BSL Level 6 (iBSL)

Main BSL Course Modules:

• Understanding BSL (Receptive Skills)

• Using BSL (Productive Skills)





Issues
• BSL Certificate Courses: Not designed for Schools.

• Lack of Teachers: Not enough qualified BSL teachers to teach in schools.

• Examinations: Fixed structure that requires speaking, listening, reading and 
writing elements.

• MFL: BSL is not a foreign language, however could be accepted as a 2nd language 
to English.

• Audience: BSL Curriculum for who?

• Governmental Support: Currently, the BSL GCSE is on hold due to no plans to add 
another GCSE to the current list of GCSEs on offer.



Pilot BSL GCSE (Signature)

Deaf Awareness History of BSL Productive Skills Receptive Skills

Schools’ Minister, Nick Gibb, said: “At present, there are no 
plans to introduce any further GCSEs beyond those to which 
the Government has already committed.”



BSL Level 1 (Signature)

Introduction to BSL Productive Skills Receptive Skills



BSL Level 3 (Signature)

Receptive Skills Productive Skills Conversational Skills



BSL Level 1 (iBSL)

Receptive Skills in BSL Descriptive Skills in 
BSL

Conversational Skills in 
BSL



BSL Level 2 (iBSL)

Receptive Skills 
in BSL

Developing 
Presentation 
Skills in BSL

Conversational 
Skills in BSL

Everyday
Contexts in BSL



Modern Foreign Language

Understanding Language

Listening Reading

Using Language

Speaking Writing



Curriculum Examples

American 
Sign Language Curriculum

• Communication

• Cultures

• Connections

• Comparisons

• Communities



Curriculum Examples

New Zealand 
Sign Language Curriculum

• Language Skills

• Communication Functions

• Sociocultural Contexts

Auslan
Curriculum

• Communicating

• Understanding



Group Discussion

• In BSL, can we meet each unit requirements?
• Speaking
• Listening
• Reading
• Writing

• Or, focus on the ‘teaching’ itself and leave the 4 units to the assessment part at 
the end of the curriculum stage in KS4?

• Or, have 2 units focusing on Productive & Receptive Skills only?

• Or, have 3 units: Productive, Receptive and Community?

• Or, create new units?



Creating a Curriculum

Primary Education

• EYFS

• Nursery & Reception

• Key Stage 1

• Year 1, 2

• Key Stage 2

• Year 3, 4, 5, 6

Secondary Education

• Key Stage 3

• Year 7, 8, 9

• Key Stage 4

• Year 10, 11



BSL Curriculum – What should we include?

• Linguistics of BSL

• Deaf History

• Deaf Community

• Culture

• Poetry

• Storytelling

• Deaf Awareness

• Deafblind Awareness

• Regional Variation



Group Discussion

•Creating a Curriculum for what age should we create 
for?

•What should we include in a BSL Curriculum?



Involvement

• Who should be involved in:

• Creating the Primary BSL Curriculum
• Creating the Secondary BSL Curriculum
• Writing the Curriculum on the whole
• Deciding Levels
• Assessment / Verification
• Teaching Resources

• Thoughts?



Future Meetings

• 2 Monthly Meetings throughout the year.

• 1 year = 6 Meetings.

• Fridays.

• Dates for the year to be agreed.

• Information dissemination: email update?


